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I am up against it for ink again today, and will have to use the mach-
ine whether I wish to or not. The men are doing a lot of work today that is using 
every means of writing in the place except this machine ;even the other machine is work-
ing, so that I have only one alternative, and that is using a lead pencil. I stayed
at home last night, and went to bed early. The late hours (10:00 o'clock) that I have
been keeping lately, have been too much for me as I have so much to do during the 
day, so I have turned over a new leaf, and have decided to get to bed at my usual 
hour for retiring, which is 8:00 P.M. We sat in the room for a while last night and 
talked about home, and wished we were there. It did us so little food that we finally
quit in despair, and we were all good and homesick when we quit.
I had a fine and resting night's sleep, and feel great today.It is a 
beautiful day, with the sun shining as brightly as can be, and is much more like ear-
ly June in Michigan than winter. Wehave yet had no snow at all. Yousee that in 
some respects we are in better shape than you all are at home. The only overcoat that 
I have had to wear this year is my raincoat, and I only wear that occasionally. I 
will confess that I like a climate of this sort, and that if we ever should move from 
Grand Rapids it would be to a more temperate climate. I like to be out doors and en-
joy the weather.
At present I am working on an entertainment project for the Red Cross
which is going to put in a largeoutfit here for the benefit of the patients. They are
going to fit up a moving picture room, and a billiard room as well as a dance hall
and it will be a very nice place for the men to spend the evening. No such place is
provided for the officers, but they don't need it as much as the men do. If they want
amusement they have the privelege of going to the Officer's club in town. The officers
men that it is easier for them to amuse themselves.
The Peace Conference is now well under way.I hop  that it I hope that it goes as
fast as we would like to have it.t I know that the men in this army are all getting 
just as homesick as I am, and the length of time that they will be over here depends
on the length of time that it takes the Peace Commission to tell Germany what they 
have to do and to expect. I am more orless ashamed to talk the way I do about being 
homesick, but I feel that I have been in th Army long enough, especially when you 
write telling of the men being released from the service over there. I am glad for the
sake of Marcia that Ev is released from the service, but I wish the same thing would
happento me.
dozen tea
I recieved from the lace shop woman in Baccarat, the remainder of the
napkins that I ordered from her, but she did not send the buffet spread, 
and I am more anxious to get that than anything I have ordered for it will be a very
pretty one. I had it made exactly according to your measurements, and it will be a 
dandy. I will be unable to procure anymore things from her, as it takes so long to 
get them made, but I am sure that you will like the things that I am going to bring
home with me. There will not be many, but they will be nice. I am at a loss to secure
a thing for the babies. There is not a doll nor a toy to be had in this country, and 
France wasin worse shape. I will do the best that I can, but ever since I have been 
over here I have been trying to get something for them, and have had no luck. So I 
may have to wait till I get back to the States to get them a present of some sort. 
I certainly have not forgotten them, and failed to make an effort to get things for 
them, but the manufacture of things that appeal to children has been entirely neglect-
ed in this country since the war began, and therefore I am at a loss.
As far as the distribution of the things I have already sent home is
concerned, you and Glad will have to fight it out. I want you both to be satisfied, and 
so whenI come home, I will see that justice is done. It is rather hard for me to keep 
harmony in my family when I am so far away, but I think that you have done very well 
so far, you and Glad. I guess you got it all out of your systems before I left the States.
So Mr. Covode is dead. Well that is no more than I expected would hap-
pen at any time, but it is hard for his wife and children. Jack will be very much 
shocked to learn of his death. It seems that so many of our acquaintances have lost 
for 
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their lives since I left home. It will be a much changed Grand Rapids, when I return. 
I presume that by the time I get back I will have been gone almost two years, and a 
lot can happen in that time to change a town. I will most surely thank God if my 
dear family is spared its heal th and strength untill I get back, and I feel con-
fident that such will be the case, you are all so well now and are taking such 
good care of yourselves.
Well Dearest I must close. It is time for me to get out and begin the 
inspection of the buildings and details, and that will take me the rest of the morn-
ing working as fast as I can. I will write again tomorrow dear. I love you. Gi ve my
love to the babies and Glad. Tell them how homesick I am for them and tell them to 
love me all the time. I can hardly wait for orders now, and my patience is taxed to 
the utmost. Goodbye Sweetheart untill tomorrow. I love you.
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